Red Star Robinson- 




Mr Thrice wasn't countin' on a monster of the mountain! 



3 




Whol perils owoir Mr Thritc beneoth iHc ice cave floor? Find out NEXT WEEK! 



The Nazi hunter who became the hunted! 




Whot will be the meisoge on Ihe film? Find out NEXT WEEK. 



New yarn! The Wild West town with a British bobby as its lawman! 




The outlaws who couldn't get into jail quick enough! 




Joe \m It. deal with o fcr.nl. .ofcbtr, m NCXT WiWS tajd-pocketf itor,/ 



The Baron who nearly had Robin Hood for supper! 




Robin makes his getaway when the enemy put their heads together! 





NEXT WEEK — King Riehord ond Mae. John battle tor the throne ot England! 



Cxtro pocket money for these lucky lads! 




" I'm All Ri E ht, 
Jock " 

A plane full of pos- 
sengers wot running 
into trouble over the 
North Seo with only one 
parachute aboard. The 
pilot strapped it an end 
baled out, shouting — 
" Don't worry — I'm 
going for help!" 
— Ion Ward, 

Manchester. 

The Crafty Draughts 
Machine! 

A machine that can 
play draught! was built 
by a Dr A. L Samuel, 
an American scientist. 
Ha taught thii elec- 
tronic brain " the 
game and now the 
machine con beat 
almost any human 
opponent. The " brain " 
it 10 advanced that 
every time it loses a 
game it remembers 
where it went wrong 
and makes sure it does 
not make the same mis- 
take again. By doing 
this the " broin " Is 
continually gaining 
knowledge in the game 
of draughts. 

—Paul Wolkington. 
Newsham, Blvth. 



On The Carpet 

Judge: " Did you 
steal that carpet?" 

Tramp: " No, the 
man gave me the carpet 
and told me to beat it." 
— Barry Francis, Ches- 

hunt, Herts. 



Mouse Method 

Q: If yaw hear a 

mouse squeaking at 
night, what is the best 
thing to do. 

Ans: Get out of bed 

and Oil it. 

— J. Ridge, Putney, 
5.W. 15. 

8ft $ 




" Fur. Pi,." 

" The Horipur," 
II. H 

London, N.7, 55 A 

The Good Old Days 

In the Middle Ages, 
Christmas Day was also 
bgth day for the monks. 
They were allowed s 
bath only twice a year 

— at Christmos and 
Easter. 

In the days of Oliver 
Cromwell, all cele- 
brations were banned on 
Christmas Day. Danc- 
ing, singing and all 
merrymaking ware 
strictly taboo. The 
penalty could be a tine, 
or even imprisonment. 
Just to complete the 
happy picture, a later 
oct wet passed prohibit- 
ing all eating and drink- 
ing. 

— D. Wilson, Man- 
chester. 



Smoke Joke! 

General Custer at the 
Little Bighorn: "What 
do these smoke-signols 
mean?" 

First 
"Well, sir, 
translated they mean 
' Cowardie, Cowordie 
Custer ' . . ." 
— Alex Maciver, Stor- 
naway, Isle of Lewis. 



The Pudding Fight 

In 1718, James 
Austin, the landlord of 
the " Red Lion Inn," 



monster plum pudding. 
Austin's masterpiece 
weighed 1000 lb. This 



loaded on a cart and, 
escorted by a band, was 
taken to St George's 
Field to he eaten by oil 
hi) usual customers. 
But, it never got there. 

A hungry mob 
attacked the car t. 
Goaded on by the appe- 
tising odour, their on- 
slaught was irresistible 
and after a short, sharp 
fight, the plum pudding 
was captured and eaten 
on the spot! 
— B. Sinclair, Cardiff. 

Hang Fire 

John to his pal, " Do 
you know how to keep 
on idiot in suspense?" 

His pal, " No, I 
don't." 

John, " I will tell you 
next week." 
— Trevor Wigglesworth, 

Nottingham. 



Remember to mention your three favourite stories when you write to the Editor, 



Christmas Crackers 

In Iceland a person's 
age is reckoned by the 
number of Yules or 
Christmasses he has 
attained. 

The chief Christmas 
dish of French peasants 
is young donkey. 



The Scandinavian 
name for Christmas is 
Yule; the French, Noel; 
the Dutch, Kersmis; 
the Welsh, Nadolig and 
the German, Weih- 
nachtfest. 



Here are the prizes 
you can win: — A 50p 
Postal Order and a 
special " Hotspur " pen. 

PLUS 

A choice of one of 
these super kits: — 

A Rotodyne. 
H.M.S. Hood. 
A Cooper Special. 



Dad's Daft! 

" Daddy, there's a 
man at the door with a 
bill," a girl shouted to 
her father. 

" Don't be silly," said 
Dod. " It must be o 
duck with o hot on." 
— Mark Longmore, 

Oughtibridge, near 

Sheffield. 

Potty Poem 

A guard at a station 

near Tain, 
Watched a fat lody 



■mnun 



Good King Wenceslas 
of whom you sing carols, 
was an actual king. He 
ruled over Bohemia from 
871 to 935. 



Straw is used to 
decorate Greek homes 
on Christmas Day. 

— S. Brown, Glasgow. 



Top Three Coupon 



Pur a tick at your 

BILLY'S BONKER 
GREEN ARCHER 
DIM DAN 



ivouritc yarns, and send In this 
m Fun Pie entries. 
BATTLESHIP IN SHADOWS. □ 
VOICE OF THE PANDA Q 
GREAT BIG OSSIE Q 
THE BRAMPTON KEYS □ 



BOBBY OF BLACK ROCK Q 



boarding a train. 
When a small boy cried, 
" Mister, why don't you 

assist her?" 
He replied, I'm a guard 

not a crane!" 
— William McEwan, 
Holytown, by Mother- 
well, Lanarkshire. 

8 II your name oppead h 
*j on rhii page, wiire in and jj 
* tell m which kit you would ' 

i * 
Bee- Ware! 

A young driver in the 
Grand Prix, 

Got stung on the neck 
by a bee. 

The pain made him 
swerve. 

While turning a I 

And he found him 
stuck in a tree. 

— Peter Hoggett, Lin- 
coln. 




LOOK AT ALL 

the Mvouxtre 

AMIS YOU 
CAN M££TM 



, in f*c*£t> wm 

. TNfi/USANP 
IAU&/S! 

* * * 

ooMTM/ssrrt 

* * * 

ONSAl£ATAU 
N£WSAG£HTS AND 
BOOKSfUBU 




Scruffy gtsts ihv bird — and he's mif/hty plvasudl 




The bodyguard clown who brings the house down! 




His lordship looks a silly mug with his head in an ancient jug! 




Stoney's phoney is full of money! 




The night that a dhow hod its day! 




so The boarders who paid their way— with bullets and bare knuckles! 




n ill your ostrich friend reach a sticky end'? 




Caught in my own trap! It's not fair! 




NEXT WfffC — Ludn goes fishing with a giant crane — for a giant ostrich! 



STAMPS 

Please tell your parents before 
replying to these advertisements 



A MILLION STAMPS 

FREE! 



BAYO\A STAMP < ri 



STAMP PACKETS OF QUALITY 

iS £ II Iks. 



HOTSPUR 



each week for a year. Just send a cheque, 
or money order, valued £2.50 (inland and 

Subscribers' Department, 

D. C. Thomson & Co., Ltd 

186 Fleet Street, 

LONDON, E.C.4. 



CQfUUUNGy- 



Live Mexican Jumping 
Beans 




INTO 




ALWAYS ASK FOR " COMMANDO " 
THEY RE THE GREATEST ! 

5p UCH 69 nm 



Bank's a ntpnaev trhvn tu> takes up tennis! 




He's the hairiest tidal wave you've ever seen! 




NEXT W£CK - Loughs by He Hwp wfcer, Bonk keeps M/jng asleep.' 



Watch' Jim's champ go on heel antl toe! 




Your favourite team in a great Xmas complete! 
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" All that lovely food and I can't touch it!" 




There's (mother Bromptor. Keys complete NEXT WEEK, lods, don't miss it! 



See hou> your- pal cures a fjtirri en tl if/fji njf doff! 




The "lo/op" tlrivvs the sergeant up the trull! 





There's more woe for the Sorge NEXT WEEK when the " Voice " hits top form! 



The HOTSPl R 



December 25th, 1971. 




receptee 



